Fragment and Totality
The Philosophical Form of Gregory Palamas’ One Hundred
and Fifty Chapters

Wojciech Stomski

ABsTrRACT This article offers a philosophical analysis of Gregory Palamas’ One
Hundred and Fifty Chapters, focusing on the philosophical form through which
the text articulates unity and totality. Rather than treating the fragmentary struc-
ture of the Capita as a secondary vehicle for doctrinal content, the study argues
that fragmentation performs a constitutive philosophical function.

Situated within the context of ancient and late antique philosophy, particularly
Neoplatonism and the Pseudo-Dionysian corpus, the analysis explores how frag-
mentary articulation safeguards unity from reduction to a conceptual system. In
these traditions, such a mode of ontological articulation affirms totality without
totalisation. Against this background, Palamas’ work is interpreted as enacting
a model of unity that resists discursive synthesis.

The article demonstrates that the coherence of the Capita arises not from linear
argumentation or deductive order, but from relations of resonance, repetition, and
mutual illumination among autonomous fragments. Totality remains operative as
a real horizon of intelligibility without being constructed or closed. Ultimately,
the philosophical form of the Chapters is presented as an instance of “totality
without system,” offering a significant alternative to modern totalising models of
metaphysical thought.
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INTRODUCTION

The treatise commonly known as One Hundred and Fifty Chapters (Capita
physica, theologica, moralia et practica) occupies a distinctive position within
the corpus of Gregory Palamas. While it has frequently been approached as
a compendium of doctrinal theses—most notably in relation to the essence-
energies distinction and the Hesychast controversy—its formal structure has
rarely been subjected to sustained philosophical analysis. The text resists
classification within the dominant genres of late Byzantine theological
writing: it is neither a systematic treatise, nor a polemical disputation, nor
a continuous exegetical commentary. Instead, it presents itself as a sequence
of short, self-contained units whose internal density contrasts sharply with
the absence of explicit argumentative transitions.

This formal peculiarity raises a fundamental philosophical question:
whether the fragmentary structure of the One Hundred and Fifty Chapters
is merely a contingent literary device or functions as an integral component
of Palamas’ philosophical articulation of reality. The present study argues
that the form of the Capita is not accidental, or reducible to pedagogical
convenience, but constitutes a deliberate philosophical strategy through
which Palamas articulates a non-totalising ontology. Fragmentation, in
this context, is not a sign of incompleteness or lack of system, but the very
condition under which totality can be affirmed without being conceptually
enclosed.

From a philosophical perspective, the problem at stake concerns the rela-
tion between form and ontological commitment. In much of the history of
metaphysics, systematic totality has been closely associated with discursive
continuity, deductive order, and the subordination of parts to an explicitly
articulated whole. By contrast, fragmentary forms—aphorisms, xep&iaia,
sententiae—have often been regarded as secondary or provisional modes
of expression, incapable of bearing full metaphysical weight. The One Hun-
dred and Fifty Chapters challenges this assumption by presenting a model
of thought in which the whole is neither deduced from first principles nor
synthesised through conceptual mediation, but disclosed through the irre-
ducible plurality of articulated moments.

The relevance of this problem becomes clearer when the Capita are situ-
ated within the broader context of late antique and Byzantine philosophi-
cal traditions. Fragmentary writing had long functioned as a legitimate
philosophical form, from the aphorisms of Heraclitus to the structured
discontinuity of Plotinus’ Enneads and the hierarchical yet non-discursive
exposition of Proclus’ Elements of Theology. Within Christian thought,
Pseudo-Dionysius the Areopagite represents a particularly significant
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precedent, combining highly condensed propositions with a deliberate
refusal of exhaustive conceptual determination (De divinis nominibus).
Palamas’ Capita stand in a complex relation to this tradition: while clearly
indebted to earlier philosophical and theological models, they develop
a distinctive formal logic that cannot be reduced either to Neoplatonic
emanationism or to scholastic systematisation.

Despite the centrality of the One Hundred and Fifty Chapters for Palamas’
thought, modern scholarship has overwhelmingly prioritised their doctrinal
content over their formal configuration. Classical interpretations, particu-
larly those associated with Vladimir Lossky and John Meyendorff, have
rightly emphasised the theological significance of the treatise in articulat-
ing the real distinction between essence and energies and in defending
the experiential reality of divine participation (Lossky 1957; Meyendorff
1959; 1998). Subsequent studies have refined these insights by situating
Palamas within the broader landscape of Byzantine philosophy and by
clarifying his engagement with Aristotelian and Neoplatonic conceptual
vocabularies (Bradshaw 2004; Tatakis 1949).

Yet within this extensive body of scholarship, relatively little attention
has been paid to the philosophical implications of the Capita’s fragmentary
form as such. When the form is mentioned at all, it is typically treated as
a neutral container for doctrinal propositions or as a secondary literary
feature without independent philosophical significance. As a result, a cru-
cial dimension of Palamas’ thought remains underexplored: the possibility
that the rejection of systematic totalisation at the level of form corresponds
to a deeper metaphysical commitment to irreducible distinction and non-
identitarian unity.

The present article seeks to address this lacuna by offering a philosophi-
cal analysis of the One Hundred and Fifty Chapters focused explicitly on
the relationship between fragment and totality. Rather than reconstructing
Palamas’ doctrinal positions, the study examines how the formal structure
of the Capita functions as a mode of philosophical articulation. The central
hypothesis is that fragmentation operates as a safeguard against ontological
monism and conceptual closure, enabling the affirmation of totality with-
out collapsing difference into identity. In this sense, the form of the Capita
embodies a philosophical stance according to which reality cannot be
exhaustively grasped through a single, continuous conceptual synthesis.

The guiding questions of this study may be formulated as follows. First,
what philosophical function does the fragmentary form serve within
the One Hundred and Fifty Chapters? Second, how does this form relate to
earlier philosophical uses of fragmentation in Neoplatonic and Dionysian
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traditions? Third, in what sense can the Capita be said to articulate a con-
ception of totality that is non-systematic yet ontologically robust? Finally,
what are the implications of this form for understanding Palamas’ broader
philosophical orientation, particularly with regard to the limits of concep-
tual determination?

Methodologically, the article combines close hermeneutical analysis of
the Greek text of the Capita with comparative philosophical interpretation.
Primary attention is given to the internal structure of the chapters them-
selves, including their syntactic compression, thematic distribution, and
absence of linear argumentative progression. These features are analysed
in dialogue with selected passages from Palamas’ Triads, where explicit
reflection on knowledge, distinction, and divine transcendence provides an
essential contextual framework. In addition, the study draws on key texts
of Neoplatonism and the Dionysian corpus in order to clarify the philo-
sophical background against which Palamas’ formal choices acquire their
full significance.

The perspective adopted here is deliberately philosophical rather than
theological. While the One Hundred and Fifty Chapters are undeniably
embedded in a theological horizon, the present analysis does not aim to
evaluate their doctrinal correctness or soteriological implications. Instead,
it treats the text as a philosophical artifact whose form conveys a distinc-
tive understanding of unity, plurality, and the limits of discursive reason.
By focusing on form rather than doctrinal content, the article seeks to
illuminate a dimension of Palamas’ thought that remains largely implicit
yet philosophically consequential.

In pursuing this approach, the study does not claim that Palamas devel-
oped a formal theory of fragmentation, or consciously reflected on literary
form in abstract terms. Rather, it argues that the Capita enact a philosophi-
cal logic that can be reconstructed through careful analysis of their structure
and internal coherence. The aim is therefore not to impose modern catego-
ries onto a medieval text, but to articulate the philosophical implications
of a form of thought that resists systematic enclosure while nevertheless
affirming the intelligibility of reality.

The article proceeds in three stages. The first section examines the frag-
ment as a philosophical form within late antique and Byzantine tradi-
tions, with particular attention to Neoplatonic and Dionysian precedents.
The second section analyses the internal structure of the One Hundred and
Fifty Chapters, focusing on the relation between discontinuity and coher-
ence. The third section explores the concept of totality implied by this
form, arguing that Palamas articulates a model of unity that is irreducible
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to system without thereby dissolving into mere plurality. The conclusion
summarises the philosophical significance of this model and indicates its
relevance for broader discussions concerning the limits of metaphysical
systematisation.

SECTION I: THE FRAGMENT AS A PHILOSOPHICAL FORM

The use of fragmentary forms as vehicles of philosophical articulation
possesses a long and complex genealogy, reaching back to the earliest
stages of metaphysical reflection. Contrary to the modern identification of
philosophy with systematic exposition, discursive continuity, and deduc-
tive closure, ancient and late antique thought frequently employed con-
densed, discontinuous, and aphoristic forms in order to express claims of
the highest ontological generality. In this context, the fragment does not
signal incompleteness or methodological weakness; rather, it functions as
a deliberate mode of articulation appropriate to a reality that resists total
conceptual enclosure.

Already in pre-Socratic philosophy, the fragment constitutes the primary
unit of intelligibility. The extant sayings of Heraclitus, preserved almost
exclusively in the form of short and apparently independent utterances,
do not amount to a system in the formal sense. Nevertheless, they pre-
suppose an ontological whole that cannot be captured within a continu-
ous conceptual narrative. The fragment here operates as a site of tension
between what is articulated and what remains unsayable, suggesting that
the truth of being is not available in the form of an exhaustive discourse
(see Plotinus, Enneads V1.9).

This mode of thought is further developed and transformed within
the Platonic and Neoplatonic traditions. Although Plato’s dialogues main-
tain the appearance of discursive continuity, their structure is marked by
interruptions, aporiai, and deliberate non-closure, which prevent the reduc-
tion of philosophical insight to a doctrinal system. In later Neoplatonism,
the tension between unity and multiplicity finds expression not only at
the level of ontology but also at the level of philosophical form. Plotinus,
despite the posthumous editorial ordering of the Enneads by Porphyry,
proceeds through dense and self-contained argumentative units that lead
not to synthetic totalisation but to the contemplative apprehension of being
as hierarchically differentiated unity.

A particularly significant point of reference for the philosophical logic of
fragmentary form is provided by Proclus. His Elements of Theology represent
a radical departure from discursive continuity in favour of a sequence of
short, numbered propositions. Each proposition possesses formal autonomy
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while remaining oriented toward a whole that is never exhaustively recon-
structed within a single cognitive act (Proclus 1963). Proclus’ method is not
deductive in the modern logical sense; rather, it unfolds the structure of
reality through a series of partial determinations, each of which preserves
its irreducible limitation. The fragment thus assumes an epistemological
function: it protects unity from being reduced to conceptual identity.

Within Christian thought, the philosophical significance of fragmentary
form reaches a distinctive articulation in the corpus of Pseudo-Dionysius
the Areopagite. In De divinis nominibus, one encounters a mode of exposi-
tion characterised by high conceptual density combined with a systematic
resistance to doctrinal closure. Dionysius proceeds through short chapters
and compressed sequences of names, in which affirmation and negation
remain in unresolved tension at the level of discourse. This fragmentary
structure is not accidental; it corresponds to the ontological conviction
that the divine reality exceeds every form of conceptual synthesis and can
only be indicated through a plurality of necessary yet intrinsically inad-
equate determinations (Pseudo-Dionysius, De divinis nominibus; Strozewski
1955-1957).

In this sense, the fragment functions in Dionysius as a philosophical
instrument safeguarding transcendence against the violence of concep-
tual appropriation. Each fragment discloses an aspect of the whole while
simultaneously annulling any claim to possess it. The whole remains real,
yet irreducible to system. This formal strategy is philosophical rather than
merely theological: it concerns the relation between being and knowledge
and delineates the limits of metaphysical discourse as such (Beierwaltes
1998; Louth 2007).

Against this background, the form of the Capita physica, theologica,
moralia et practica of Gregory Palamas appears not as an anomaly but as
a conscious continuation and transformation of a well-established philo-
sophical tradition. Palamas adopts the form of the kephalaia, familiar from
both ascetical literature and earlier philosophical-theological writings, yet
he deploys it in a manner that carries a distinct philosophical significance.
The individual chapters do not constitute a linear argumentative sequence
in the scholastic sense, nor do they aim at deductive synthesis. Each chap-
ter functions as an autonomous unit of sense whose relation to the whole
remains implicit and non-totalised (Palamas, Capita, PG 150).

The fragmentary structure of the Capita does not entail disorder or
arbitrariness. On the contrary, it presupposes the reality of a whole that
cannot be directly expressed. This whole, however, is not a conceptual
system but an ontological structure whose unity does not abolish real
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distinction. Fragmentation thus enables the articulation of unity without
its objectification. In this respect, the fragment becomes an instrument of
philosophical discipline: it prevents the identification of unity with same-
ness and of totality with conceptual closure (Meyendorff 1959; Lossky 1957).

From a philosophical standpoint, it is crucial to note that fragmentary
form does not imply relativism or scepticism. It does not renounce truth
or ontology; rather, it presupposes a different mode of their articulation.
Truth is not something that can be possessed in a single cognitive act, but
something that manifests itself through a plurality of partial and mutually
irreducible determinations. The fragment does not negate the whole; it
protects it from reduction.

Understood in this way, the philosophical form of the fragment pro-
vides an essential key for interpreting the Capita of Gregory Palamas.
They are neither a collection of isolated maxims nor an abbreviated ver-
sion of a larger system awaiting reconstruction. Their fragmentariness is
constitutive: it corresponds to an ontology in which unity does not annul
difference and totality is affirmed without being enclosed within a system.
The following section will deepen this analysis by examining the internal
structure of The One Hundred and Fifty Chapters, focusing on the relation
between discontinuity and coherence at the level of the text itself.

SECTION II: DISCONTINUITY AND COHERENCE IN THE STRUCTURE

OF THE ONE HUNDRED AND FIFTY CHAPTERS

At first sight, The One Hundred and Fifty Chapters present a striking impres-
sion of formal discontinuity. The text lacks explicit transitions, sustained
argumentative sequences, and any hierarchical ordering of propositions.
Individual chapters vary in length, thematic focus, and conceptual den-
sity, often juxtaposing cosmological, anthropological, and metaphysical
claims without discursive mediation. From the perspective of systematic
philosophy, such a structure may appear deficient or merely compilatory.
Yet a closer examination reveals that this discontinuity is neither acciden-
tal nor destructive of coherence. Rather, it constitutes a specific mode of
philosophical organisation in which coherence is achieved without linear
continuity.

The absence of explicit argumentative progression does not imply
the absence of internal order. Instead of any deductive linkage, the Capita
operate through thematic recurrence, conceptual resonance, and structural
parallelism. Certain key notions—such as unity and multiplicity, distinc-
tion without separation, intelligibility without comprehension—reappear
across different chapters without being formally defined or exhaustively
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developed in any single place (Palamas, Capita, PG 150). Coherence thus
emerges not from logical derivation but from a network of mutual illumi-
nation among fragments.

This mode of coherence corresponds to a philosophical logic in which
the whole is not constructed through the summation of parts but presup-
posed as the horizon within which each fragment acquires intelligibil-
ity. Each chapter functions as a self-contained articulation that neverthe-
less points beyond itself, implicitly referring to a shared ontological field.
The reader is not guided through a sequence of premises and conclusions,
but is instead invited to discern relations across discontinuous articula-
tions. In this respect, the structure of the Capita aligns more closely with
contemplative or noetic modes of philosophical engagement than with
discursive demonstration (see Plotinus, Enneads V.3).

A comparison with Proclus’ Elements of Theology further clarifies this
logic. Although Proclus presents his propositions in a numbered sequence
that suggests a deductive order, the coherence of the Elements does not
depend on strict inferential necessity. Each proposition articulates a partial
determination of reality that presupposes, rather than produces, the intel-
ligibility of the whole (Proclus 1963). Similarly, in the Capita, numerical
ordering does not correspond to argumentative dependency. The sequence
of chapters establishes a rhythm rather than a proof, indicating a path of
intelligibility that unfolds through reiteration and variation rather than
through logical compulsion.

Within the Christian philosophical tradition, Pseudo-Dionysius pro-
vides a further point of reference. In De divinis nominibus, coherence
is achieved through the accumulation of names whose order is neither
arbitrary nor strictly systematic. The text advances through a series of
conceptual approximations that illuminate the object from different angles
without resolving their tensions into a single synthesis. Palamas’ Capita
exhibit a comparable dynamic: coherence arises from the convergence of
fragments oriented toward a reality that exceeds conceptual mastery.

It is crucial to emphasise that such coherence is not merely rhetorical or
aesthetic. It reflects a philosophical conviction regarding the structure of
reality itself. If reality is irreducibly differentiated and cannot be collapsed
into a single explanatory principle, then a form of discourse that resists
totalisation is not a deficiency but an appropriate response. Discontinuity
at the level of form mirrors non-identity at the level of being. The refusal
to impose linear continuity thus corresponds to an ontological commitment
rather than to a lack of methodological rigor (Lossky 1957; Beierwaltes
1998).
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This perspective also clarifies the function of repetition within the Capita.
Certain themes recur across widely separated chapters, often in slightly
altered formulations. Rather than indicating redundancy, such repetition
serves to reinforce coherence without synthesis. Each reiteration reframes
the theme within a new context, allowing it to be grasped under different
aspects. Coherence is thereby distributed across the text rather than con-
centrated in a single locus. The whole is present not as a summary but as
a pattern emerging through recurrence.

Discontinuity also plays a critical epistemological role. By refusing to
guide the reader through a predetermined argumentative path, the Capita
prevent the reduction of understanding to passive reception. The reader
must actively participate in the construction of coherence by relating frag-
ments to one another. This demand corresponds to a philosophical concep-
tion of knowledge as an act that exceeds mere logical inference. Knowledge
is not simply derived, but disclosed through attentive engagement with
articulated differences (see Dionysius, De divinis nominibus IV-VII).

From this standpoint, the coherence of The One Hundred and Fifty Chap-
ters is neither immediate nor imposed. It is achieved through a disciplined
exposure to discontinuity that gradually reveals an underlying order with-
out ever exhausting it. The text thus enacts a model of intelligibility in
which unity is real but never totalised, and coherence is affirmed without
being reduced to system. Such a model challenges the assumption that
philosophical rigor requires discursive continuity and suggests instead
that rigor may also consist in the controlled suspension of synthesis.

In light of these observations, the structure of the Capita cannot be
adequately described as fragmentary in a merely negative sense. Discon-
tinuity functions as a constructive principle that enables a distinctive form
of coherence—one grounded not in deductive closure but in ontological
orientation. The Capita articulate a unity that is accessible only through
plurality and a coherence that manifests itself precisely through the refusal
of linear systematisation. The final section will examine the concept of
totality implied by this structure, arguing that The One Hundred and Fifty
Chapters embody a philosophical model of totality without system.

SECTION III: TOTALITY WITHOUT SYSTEM: UNITY BEYOND CONCEPTUAL
CLOSURE

The analysis of discontinuity and coherence in the structure of The One
Hundred and Fifty Chapters leads to a more fundamental philosophical
question concerning the status of totality. If the text neither unfolds a linear
argument nor culminates in a synthetic doctrinal exposition, in what sense
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can it be said to articulate a whole at all? The present section argues that
the Capita embody a model of totality that is irreducible to system, a form of
unity that resists conceptual closure while remaining ontologically robust.

In much of the modern philosophical imagination, totality is closely
bound to system. To affirm a whole is to organise its parts under a unifying
principle, to subordinate multiplicity to conceptual identity, and to render
the whole transparent to discursive reason. Such a conception presup-
poses that intelligibility coincides with exhaustibility: what cannot be fully
articulated within a system is deemed incomplete or deficient. Against this
background, the Capita appear anomalous. They affirm unity without pro-
viding a systematic account of it, and they invoke totality without enclosing
it within a conceptual framework.

This anomaly, however, dissolves once totality is distinguished from
totalisation. The Capita do not deny the existence of a whole; rather, they
refuse to equate the whole with a system of propositions. Unity is presup-
posed as real, but it is not rendered identical with any determinate con-
ceptual structure. The whole functions as a horizon of intelligibility rather
than as an object of synthesis. Each chapter gestures toward this horizon
without claiming to contain it (Palamas, Capita, PG 150).

Such a conception of unity finds significant antecedents in Neoplatonic
philosophy. In Plotinus, the One is the condition of intelligibility for all
multiplicity, yet it is not itself graspable through discursive determination.
The unity of being is real and operative, but it remains beyond conceptual
enclosure (Enneads V1.9). Crucially, this transcendence of the One does not
undermine the coherence of the many; rather, it is precisely what allows
multiplicity to remain ordered without being collapsed into identity. Unity,
in this sense, is not the product of synthesis but the condition under which
plurality can appear as intelligible.

Proclus radicalises this insight by articulating a conception of totality
that is structurally non-exhaustive. Although the Elements of Theology
present a seemingly comprehensive account of reality, Proclus explicitly
denies that the totality of being can be captured within any finite sequence
of propositions. Each theorem articulates a necessary aspect of the whole,
yet the whole itself remains irreducible to the sum of its determinations
(Proclus 1963; Beierwaltes 1998). Totality is affirmed through a multiplicity
of partial articulations, none of which claims finality.

The Capita of Gregory Palamas resonate with this philosophical logic
while transforming it in a distinctive way. The unity they presuppose is
neither an abstract metaphysical principle nor a deductively reconstructed
system. It is a unity that manifests itself only through plurality and remains
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inaccessible to conceptual mastery. The refusal of systematic closure is not
accidental, but corresponds to an ontological stance according to which
unity does not abolish difference. To systematise would be to risk identify-
ing unity with sameness and totality with conceptual domination.

This stance becomes particularly evident when one considers the absence
of any concluding synthesis in The One Hundred and Fifty Chapters. The text
does not culminate in a final definition, summary, or doctrinal consolidation.
Instead, it ends as it proceeds: with discrete articulations that remain open
to further interpretation. Such an ending is philosophically significant. It
signals that totality is not something to be achieved at the end of discourse,
but something presupposed throughout without ever being possessed.

From an epistemological perspective, this model of totality implies a fun-
damental limitation of discursive reason. Knowledge of the whole is not
attained through comprehensive representation but through orientation.
The reader is not placed in a position of mastery over the object, but is
instead situated within a field of intelligibility that exceeds any single act
of cognition. This conception aligns closely with the Dionysian insistence
that the ultimate object of metaphysical inquiry cannot be grasped through
affirmative synthesis but only approached through a disciplined plurality
of names and negations (De divinis nominibus; Strozewski 2002).

Importantly, the rejection of conceptual closure does not entail inde-
terminacy or relativism. The unity affirmed by the Capita is not vague or
merely symbolic. It exerts a real ordering function, ensuring that the plu-
rality of fragments does not dissolve into incoherence. The coherence of
the text depends precisely on the stability of this unity, even though it
cannot be rendered fully explicit. Totality is thus neither constructed nor
dissolved; it is indicated without being enclosed.

Philosophically, this model challenges the assumption that metaphysical
rigor requires systematic completeness. The Capita suggest instead that
rigor may consist in the controlled refusal of closure, in the maintenance
of conceptual tension without resolution. Unity is preserved not by elimi-
nating difference but by allowing difference to remain operative within
a shared ontological horizon. In this respect, the text articulates a form of
totality that is genuinely non-totalising.

The significance of this model extends beyond the interpretation of Pala-
mas’ treatise. It invites a reconsideration of the relationship between form
and metaphysical commitment. If reality itself is structured in such a way
that unity does not negate plurality, then a fragmentary form of discourse
may be more adequate than a systematic one. The One Hundred and Fifty
Chapters thus exemplify a philosophical possibility that remains marginal
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in modern metaphysics: the articulation of a whole that is real, coherent,
and intelligible, yet irreducible to system.

Taken together with the analyses of fragmentary form and structural
coherence, this conception of totality allows the Capita to be understood as
a philosophically rigorous text whose refusal of system is not a deficiency
but a deliberate and meaningful choice. Unity beyond conceptual closure
emerges here not as a failure of thought, but as a disciplined acknowledg-
ment of the limits of conceptualisation. The concluding section will sum-
marise these findings and outline their implications for the philosophical
interpretation of Gregory Palamas’ One Hundred and Fifty Chapters.

CONCLUSION

The foregoing analysis has sought to demonstrate that The One Hundred
and Fifty Chapters of Gregory Palamas can be fruitfully interpreted as
a philosophically rigorous text whose significance lies not only in its doc-
trinal content but, more fundamentally, in its formal articulation of unity,
plurality, and intelligibility. By focusing on the fragmentary structure of
the Capita, the present study has argued that their form is neither incidental
nor merely literary, but constitutive of a distinctive philosophical stance
toward totality and system.

Our examination of the fragment as a philosophical form has shown
that discontinuity need not imply incoherence—nor does fragmentation
necessarily signal the absence of ontological commitment. On the contrary,
within the traditions of ancient and late antique philosophy, fragmentary
articulation often functions as a disciplined response to the limits of dis-
cursive synthesis. In this perspective, the fragment emerges as a positive
philosophical instrument, capable of articulating reality without subjecting
it to conceptual domination.

The structural analysis of the Capita presented here has further clari-
fied how coherence may be achieved without linear continuity. Rather
than relying on deductive progression or hierarchical exposition, the text
establishes intelligibility through recurrence, resonance, and mutual illu-
mination among autonomous articulations. Coherence is distributed across
the plurality of chapters rather than concentrated in a single synthetic locus.
This mode of organisation presupposes a whole that is real yet never fully
objectified, a horizon of intelligibility that remains operative without being
exhaustively represented.

Finally, our discussion of totality without system has shown that The One
Hundred and Fifty Chapters articulate a conception of unity that resists con-
ceptual closure without collapsing into indeterminacy. Totality, as implied
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by the structure of the text, is neither the sum of its parts nor the product
of systematic synthesis. It functions instead as an orienting unity that
allows plurality to remain intelligible without being reduced to identity.
The refusal of system is thus not a failure of philosophical ambition but an
expression of ontological restraint.

Taken together, these analyses suggest that the Capita exemplify a philo-
sophical model in which rigor is dissociated from systematic complete-
ness. The text challenges the assumption—dominant in much of modern
metaphysics—that intelligibility requires totalisation and that unity must
be rendered transparent to discursive reason. Against this assumption,
The One Hundred and Fifty Chapters propose a form of thought in which
unity is affirmed without being enclosed, and coherence is maintained
without being totalised.

This model has implications that extend beyond the interpretation of
Palamas’ treatise. It invites a broader reconsideration of the relationship
between philosophical form and metaphysical commitment. If reality itself
is structured in such a way that unity does not abolish difference and total-
ity does not coincide with conceptual mastery, then fragmentary forms of
articulation may be not only permissible but methodologically appropriate.
Philosophical rigor, in this light, consists not in the elimination of tension
but in its disciplined maintenance.

The One Hundred and Fifty Chapters thus stand as a philosophically sig-
nificant example of unity beyond system. Their fragmentary form does not
undermine their claim to intelligibility; rather, it enacts a conception of
reality in which the whole is real, coherent, and orienting, yet irreducible to
any final synthesis. By attending to this form, philosophical interpretation
can recover a mode of thinking that remains marginal in modern discourse
but is no less rigorous for refusing conceptual closure.

BIBLIOGRAPHY

Beierwaltes, Werner. 1998. Platonismus im Christentum. Frankfurt am Main: Vittorio
Klostermann.

Bradshaw, David. 2004. Aristotle East and West: Metaphysics and the Division of Christendom.
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Lossky, Vladimir. 1957. The Mystical Theology of the Eastern Church. London: James Clarke.

Louth, Andrew. 2007. The Origins of the Christian Mystical Tradition: From Plato to Denys.
2nd ed. Oxford: Oxford University Press.

Meyendorff, Jean. 1959. Introduction a I’étude de Grégoire Palamas. Paris: Editions du Seuil.

—.1998. A Study of Gregory Palamas. 2nd ed. Translated by G. Lawrence. Crestwood, NY:
St Vladimir’s Seminary Press.



30 WOJCIECH SLOMSKI

Palamas, Gregory. 1865. “Capita physica, theologica, moralia et practica” In Patrologia
Graeca, vol. 150, edited by J.-P. Migne, cols. 1144-1228. Paris: Imprimerie Catholique.

Plotinus. 1966-1988. Enneads. Translated by A.H. Armstrong. 7 vols. Loeb Classical Library.
Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press.

Proclus. 1963. The Elements of Theology. Edited and translated by E.R. Dodds. 2nd ed. Oxford:
Clarendon Press.

Pseudo-Dionysius the Areopagite. 1857. “De divinis nominibus.” In Patrologia Graeca, vol. 3,
edited by J.-P. Migne, cols. 588-996. Paris: Imprimerie Catholique.

—.1987. Pseudo-Dionysius: The Complete Works. Translated by Colm Luibhéid. Introduction
and notes by Paul Rorem. New York: Paulist Press.

Strézewski, Wladyslaw. 1955-1957. “Problem panteizmu w De divinis nominibus Pseudo-
-Dionizego Areopagity.” Roczniki Filozoficzne 5 (3): 39-59.

—. 2002. “Jedna czy dwie koncepcje Boga? Pseudo-Dionizy Areopagita i §w. Tomasz
z Akwinu” In Nauka — religia — dzieje: modele Boga: XI Seminarium w Castel Gandolfo,
7-9 sierpnia 2001, edited by J. Janik, cols. 123-43. Krakéw: Wydawnictwo Uniwersytetu
Jagiellonskiego.

Tatakis, Basile. 1949. La philosophie byzantine. Paris: Presses Universitaires de France.



