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Introduction

One of the most significant changes in Polish historical studies after 1989 
has been the increased interest in restoring the memory about the multicul-
tural traditions of the Former Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth. The lib-
eration of Poland from Russian influence and the independence of Lith-
uania, Ukraine and Belarus have opened a new chapter not only in the 
political history of Europe and the world, but also in research on the cul-
tural heritage of these nations. Today, it is possible to ask questions about 
the common heritage of Ruthenians and Poles, on top of their distinctive-
ness, autonomy and independence. Today, it is possible to objectively assess 
the originality of the Orthodox culture in the Commonwealth, in addition 
to its dependence on other Orthodox intellectual centers as well as models 
of Western civilization. Researchers from Poland and abroad, young scien-
tists and experienced specialists, representatives of the academia, the so-
called academic social environment and independent researchers have been 
helping us in the search for answers to these difficult questions for years. 
We believe that the thus formed broad and international team of scholars 
representing various scientific disciplines and methods, confessional and 
cultural traditions, and having different professional and life experiences, 
is able to fully recreate the obliterated pages of common history of the now 
separate nations: Poles, Lithuanians, Ukrainians and Belarusians.
 Studies on Eastern Churches Culture within the Borders of the Former Pol-
ish-Lithuanian Commonwealth, as a separate issue of Perspectives on Culture 
follows two monographic editions from 2016 and 2019, prepared on the ini-
tiative of researchers of the Polish-Ukrainian Studies Department at the 
Faculty of International and Political Studies at the Jagiellonian University. 
 This volume, co-created by historians, cultural scientists, literary schol-
ars, and art historians from Poland, Ukraine, Belarus, Germany, France 
and Italy, is dedicated to the memory of Ihor Skochylias, Professor of 
the Ukrainian Catholic University in L’viv. This extremely amiable man, 
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tireless researcher of the history of the Kyiv ecclesial community, initiator 
of many scientific events and author of groundbreaking publications is for 
us a model of scientific reliability, honesty and objectivity.

Ігоре, вічна пам’ять Тобі.

Alicja Zofia Nowak, Agnieszka Gronek
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